INTRODUCTION
Pipeline is the most preferred mode of transportation of liquid or gaseous hydrocarbons between the source and the destination. Pipelines are preferred to be routed buried compared to above ground due to safety reasons and construction cost. This feature itself makes it different than the above ground pipe. Even though the temperature of the pipeline is not high (~ 60 to 120 ºC), its long run can create larger expansion. Various soil parameters (like soil type, density, friction angle, cohesive pressure) and factors associated with pipe (like depth of cover, type of pipe coating) affect the buried line behavior. Ironically, most of the pipelines have to be engineered at the initial stage of the project by assuming these parameters. The design needs to be updated or changed as the site data is progressively obtained. An engineer should be aware of the effect of a particular soil parameter on the specific result. However, the soil stiffness equations are little complex to understand and often reluctance is shown to understand them. A table presenting typical pipeline properties is given below. 
